General Physics Course Syllabus

Teacher: Betsy Hondorf




Course:  General Physics
Room:  LC210





Email:  ebhondorf@ortn.edu
Phone:  (865) 425-9600 ext. 2568



Plan: 4th period
Text:   
Physics Principles and Problems, Glencoe, class set
Course description:

General physics is an experiment-based course employing guided inquiry to understand the most basic principles of the physical world. Students will conduct several experiments, answering specially designed sequences of questions to guide their observation and comprehension of the daily objectives. Student discussion is a pillar of the course, between lab groups and as a whole class discussion. The course requires a command of Algebra I and Geometry, but will reinforce and explore these in the context of physical experiments. This course satisfies the 2011 Tennessee graduation requirement that all students complete a course in physics or chemistry.

Topics to Be Studied:
· Distance, Displacement, Velocity

· Accelerated Motion

· Forces

· Energy conservation
· Series and parallel circuits

· Electromagnetism

· Waves (Light and Sound)
General Classroom Rules:

· Be respectful to the teacher, fellow students, and classroom guests. 
· Damage to school property will not be tolerated.  This includes desks, textbooks, and lab equipment.
· Come to class prepared with appropriate materials, assignments, and attitudes.
· Cheating in any form is not allowed and will be subject to disciplinary action.
· The use of profanity is unacceptable.

· No food or gum is allowed in the classroom at any time!  Water in a clear plastic bottle is allowed. 
· Cell phones are NOT allowed in the classroom.  If I see them, I confiscate them. Electronic devices such as iPods and MP3 players are only allowed in the classroom when the teacher gives permission and cannot have phone capability.
· The bell does not dismiss class, the teacher does.

Required materials:

· Pencil 
· Simple scientific calculator 
· 5 subject spiral notebook with pocket dividers
Texts and Notebooks:
· All students are required to have a spiral notebook.  Students must record their notes and warm-ups in their science notebooks.  Labs and handouts will be kept in pockets in the notebook.  Students should have the notebooks by Thursday of the first week of school.  Notebooks are to remain in the classroom unless used for homework or studying. 
Classroom Expectations:
· Each student is expected to get out their science notebook before the tardy bell each class session. A warm-up for the students to complete may be written on the board or in the displayed PowerPoint. Students should begin work on their warm-up upon sitting down in the classroom.

· At the end of each class, time will be permitted to allow students to properly store their science notebooks in the designated area in the classroom. 
· Any papers submitted to the teacher will be returned and the student is expected to place the graded work in the back of their binder. 
· All tests will be returned to students for review, then taken back up and stored for future reference. If the student or a parent desires to review the original copy at a later time, they may make an appointment before or after school to do so. 
Tardies, Absences and Make-up Work:

Make-up work is the student’s responsibility. Students should check the class website (www.hondorfphysics.weebly.com) to determine what they have missed if they are absent.  All tests and quizzes must be made up before or after school, or at lunch.  If a student misses a lab, they are responsible for that lab in the form of an alternate assignment or coming in on their own time to make it up. Please come in before or after school to discuss make-up work, not during class. School policy requires that all makeup work be completed within three days of the student’s return to school. This timeframe may be extended at the teacher’s discretion for extraordinary circumstances. School policy constitutes a tardy as not being IN YOUR SEAT when the tardy bell rings. Please refer to the school discipline manual for information on penalties for four or more tardies.

Grading:

Grading for the course will be by total points. Each assignment will be assigned a point value based on the work required to complete it. All student grades will be recorded on Skyward for students and parent to access.

Grading Scale:

A 100-93

B 92-85

C 84-75

D 74-70

F 69-below

Any comments, questions, and concerns you have about the syllabus may be submitted to the teacher by email.  
Important Links:
Class Web Site:

www.hondorfphysics.weebly.com
Phet Lab simulations:

www.phet.colorado.edu
Click on “Play with Sims”

Make selections from the menu at the left

Click “Run Now!” when you have selected the correct sim

Turnitin:

Password- genphys15
Class ID- 10276989
Twitter: 

Follow me @PhysicsCats
