General Physics Instructions for Film Critique Assignment
Students are required to compose a film critique on October Sky.  The critiques should be between 750 and 1000 words long.  They should be well written, following standard rules of grammar and composition, and developing consistent, cohesive ideas over several paragraphs.  Much of your grade will be determined by the clarity and correctness of your writing.  All papers must be submitted via turnitin.com.
You should use as partial models good examples of reviews at the following sites.  
http://www.apsu.edu/sites/apsu.edu/files/academic-support-center/Movie_Review.pdf
http://movies.about.com/library/weekly/blreviews.htm
A critique, however, is somewhat different from a review.  A critique is an analytical essay on a film, in which you give your opinion on the quality of the film and then give your reasons (cite specific examples!) for your opinion.  Do not limit yourself to reacting to the film (“I loved it !”) and do not use generic terms like “incredible,” “wonderful,” “marvelous,” etc. Unlike a review, you assume that the reader has already seen the movie; you do not need to give an extensive plot summary; you do not need to hide plot information so as not to spoil the surprise of the viewer; and you do need to be consistently analytical and critical.

Use the following scale to rate your movies:

**** 
Outstanding movie.  It has ambitions to be more than an entertainment.  It has a strong script.  It is not only well made with elements of poetry (beauty), but it has a strong emotional impact on the viewer.  A must-see movie for everyone!

***
A good movie that does not have quite the same aesthetic and emotional impact as the previous category.  It is an interesting movie.  It might be a mainstream movie intended primarily for entertainment, but with strong characters and some serious themes.
**
An acceptable occasion for spending eight bucks.  It may, however, be quite ordinary, falling within expected genre boundaries, perhaps depending mainly on star appeal for its audience impact.  It is probably well made, but has deficiencies in characterization, script, etc. that are obvious to the discerning viewer.

*
Poor example of a movie.  How could someone spend $10 million on this turkey?  Plot line is predictable or incredible; characters are superficial; dialogue causes sniggering in the audience; actors might be miscast.  You would probably walk out.
None
Beneath contempt.

You should focus in your review on whether the main elements of the film come together to make a clear statement about an area of science.  You should probably focus on the following: Does the movie want to be more than an entertainment (ambition)?  How strong is the script (and dialogue)?  How strong is the acting and characterization?  What are the themes/ideas of the movie?  Perhaps a bit less important are the plot outline, the visual elements (cinematography, mise-en-scène, editing), sound effects and musical score.
Your first paragraph should include the following information: film title and director; earlier work by director, if relevant, scriptwriter and cinematographer, country and year of release, list of main members of the cast.  Your second paragraph should summarize the film’s plot or principal action or genre, and act as a transition to the analytical part of the essay.  The summary should be brief since you are writing to an audience that has seen the film.
You are under all circumstances to make sure the opinions expressed in your film critiques are yours and not those borrowed from a printed or internet source!  Plagiarism will be severely treated in this class.  I encourage you to consult outside sources on the film you are critiquing, but you must use a reference system to credit all the sources you use. 
Specifically, you must give a reference to your source when you 1) quote verbatim from it; in this case you must put the words quoted in quotation marks; 2) paraphrase a source (i.e., express the same idea in your own words).  Use a simplified version of the MLA form.  At the end of your essay you must have a ‘Works Cited’ section in which you list all the books, articles, websites, etc. you have used.  Every time you quote or paraphrase a statement in the body of your essay, make a reference to your source by putting the relevant information (usually name of work, page number, etc.) inside quotation marks.  If you have truly not used outside sources in composing your critique, then you must put the following statement at the end of your essay: “I certify that I have not used outside sources in researching and writing this essay,” and sign your name.  I will not read any paper that does not have either a ‘Works Cited’ section or the above statement.  Your ‘Works Cited’ section does not count towards your minimum word count.
I consider such academic honesty to be very important.  Any person caught plagiarizing will receive a ‘0’ in the assignment.

Turnitin Information

https://turnitin.com
Password: genphys15
Class ID: 10276989
Plan the body of your essay using the following table (counts as part of the grade):
1. Decide what the main argument of the film is (what is the movie trying to say?)  Record your idea in the top box.

2. Find 3 pieces of evidence that support the argument- 3 scenes that really “make” the movie. Record these in the Evidence boxes.

3. Explain why/how each of these three scenes contributes to the main point that the movie is trying to make.  This may take a few sentences to be clear.  Record this reasoning in the Reason boxes.
You will need to write an introduction and conclusion in addition to the body.

Don’t feel like you must use a 5 paragraph essay format
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Possible Resource:
October Sky plot summary:  http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0132477/plotsummary
*If you use this resource be VERY CAREFUL to not copy anything from the website- that’s plagiarism!

